SP515 Native Trees for Tennessee by The University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Trace: Tennessee Research and Creative
Exchange
Forestry, Trees, and Timber UT Extension Publications
7-1998
SP515 Native Trees for Tennessee
The University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service
Follow this and additional works at: http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_agexfores
Part of the Plant Sciences Commons
The publications in this collection represent the historical publishing record of the UT Agricultural Experiment Station and do not necessarily reflect
current scientific knowledge or recommendations. Current information about UT Ag Research can be found at the UT Ag Research website.
This Trees for Tennessee Landscapes - Choosing the Right Tree is brought to you for free and open access by the UT Extension Publications at Trace:
Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Forestry, Trees, and Timber by an authorized administrator of Trace:
Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange. For more information, please contact trace@utk.edu.
Recommended Citation







Forestry, Wi ldl ife
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Native trees are a natural. They have been in Tennes-
see since before the arrival of European settlers. Native
trees are already part of the ecosystem, contributing to lo-
cal energy flows and nutrient cycles. Other organisms in
the system are adapted to the structure, function and chemi-
cal composition of native trees. Birds, insects, fungi and
other wildlife recognize and use native trees to support their
biological needs. Trees introduced from other countries or
areas, the so-called exotics, do not always fulfill these needs.
The most compelling reason to use “native plants” is to
prevent the potential disruption of plant communities by the
introduction of exotics. Many exotic plants have become
unmanageable, diminishing the biodiversity of habitats.
Many of these invasives were intentionally introduced for
ornamental horticulture or conservation purposes.
While native trees are susceptible to certain pests and
diseases, they often handle inclement weather better than
exotics. A great drought, a terrible flood or a big freeze comes
along now and then and takes its toll on exotic plants less
adapted to the area. Native plants, however, are not always
more adaptable to the urban environment than introduced
(exotic) plants. Often native plants are adapted to
specific niches in the natural environment and do not tol-
erate urban conditions. For example, many smaller native
plants grow in the shade of larger trees. Most urban land-
scapes provide little or no shade. Also, forested conditions
provide topsoil with a higher level of organic matter than
found in many urban environments. In short, prudent use of
exotics may be justified in some situations.
Many native trees are already used in Tennessee home
landscapes. Oaks, maples, dogwood, yellow-poplar and oth-
ers are common. Many more exist that are seldom used.
Until recently, many native trees have not been used in our
landscapes because (1) their ornamental characteristics
were underappreciated, and  (2) low demand did not encour-
age their development for the market. Native trees and other
vegetation have traditionally provided a backdrop and con-
trast for plants from other areas. A large variety of native
plant species can be used instead of exotics for roadside
landscaping, wildlife habitat improvement, erosion control,
mine reclamation and other purposes. Tennessee’s trees pro-
vide an abundance of interesting features such as flowers,
fruits, color, bark, aroma, form and size from which to choose.
Fall flowers of witch hazel. Crimson red fall foliage of blackgum.
SP 515
The following menu of Tennessee native trees have potential for use in urban forestry and landscape designs. Most are
well-described in popular books, gardening encyclopedias and floral manuals. Because of Tennessee’s diverse topography and
climate, not all of the listed trees will be suitable to all areas of the state. For more information regarding native plants, ask your
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